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It’s

time!
Finish
breaking
your fast
and

You didn’t
forget --
the others
hid the
bowl and
tried to

replace the
dates with
scorpions. |
= stole
it
back
before
that.

I guess
I forgot
to

bring

the
dates

\ out

here.
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skipping
tonight.
Might be
our last
dinner

ever,
after
all.
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As you

Our culture prophesizes
all know

that an eclipse will
one day bring about
the destruction
of our world.

Unfortunately,
that hour is
upon us.

F(sin-1 (VRoot[2#1 - K] - Up&1])
We
have
calculated
that
the
eclipse
will but there
occur isa
tomorrow chance
afternoon. that we
will
survive.
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The healing properties of the rock
that I built our cove out of
may protect us from what is to come.
I must forbid anyone from leaving
our domain at any time tomorrow.

That goes for
you too,

Where do
you think
you’re going?!

Ijust...
wanted to
eat in my
room...

nagvin

I-I'm
sorry,
Ziauddin

“Sorry” isn’t

You’re not - i
going to cut it!

getting away
with that
this time!

For everyone!

I'm trying to
protect you!
JustasI
always have
since I took

\ ugh ’
We only got

Not THIS ’ \m eat for like
\ again... 2 seconds.

/ \ Damn it

Dinner’s over --

T

I'm still /
\ hungry
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Now go back
to your
quarters!

They’re
so

annoying

Can’t even
eat dinner

They’re not
one of us

Why did
Ziauddin take
them in
anyway?

And
do not
go outside!!

grumble

Might as
well be
an outsider

(&

\ grumble ’ \

grumble I
grumble

=)
Don’t let 6
thoel:n th >V That makes
oy it so much
Aall " rhey worse!
1 ey’re S
alY;,(ays think I always
}l‘ : try to sneak
o / off from
dinner?!
A \




/0
92 You heard
Ziauddin...
? I've been
94 with you
@ all my
§ life. But the
Raised others never
as one stopped
of you. looking
at me
like a
monster.
Yet,if I
approached

Am I
both
?

Am I

neither

I want
to know,
but no
one has

an
answer
for me










H-Hey!! R
« Open Izdihar?!
— the Ziauddin?!
door!! —
Let me )
back D \

inside!!

If you
v, want help
Y so badly...
You’re not
like us!
You’'ll
be fine
out there!

Go find some
humans
instead!




If they A \
can even ‘ \ That’s
stand to Hey a

look at g if that - Win-win

you, — Y for C

us!

the \

e
humans
might
kill ‘em

that is!
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It seems
I have
no choice
but to
die
the same
as I've
lived







The
ocular trine
arises...

A 300-year-
storm rages
quietly inside

must you N
hide your




truly
beautiful

.\

)y~

relation




neither!




malicious and > g But those
well-meaning six eyes...
alike F o Proof of a

chance at
unity.
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\\\\\\\\\\\ and
\M go forth ,l"”

\
W with a
\\\‘ storm of dreams.
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I didn’t
know the
others
threw you
out!

I was
asleep!
So was
Ziauddin!

happened?!
Is the
eclipse

know
what’s
going on,




To become our own,
new stars

outside of
an already-mapped
constellation

R







= Cultural notes =

Zenith is an exploration of thoughts
on being mixed-race, and of
classic folklore and historic sciences from the
Muslim world and the Middle/Near Eastern,
Arabian, and South Asian regions.
The word “zenith” comes from the Arabic
“samt ar-ra’s,” meaing “path over the head.”

Jackals have a large place in folklore from
these spheres; a popular example of this is
Kalila wa Dimna, also known as the Panchatantra,
a famous compilation of stories-within-stories about
two jackal brothers and their different approaches to society,
morals, and relationships. (Certain parts of Kalila wa Dimna
are sometimes subtitled as How To Lose Friends.)
A lot of Zenith was inspired by these stories, as well
as others that feature jackals and wolves.

Much of our current understanding of
eclipses is founded on the discoveries made by
Al-Biruni, a great Muslim scholar of the past.
The diagrams of the in-story eclipse in Zenith
are based off his original hand-drawn diagrams.
(The equations shown are modern-day math.)



The deity of the eclipse in Zenith
is orbited by orbs with an Arabic letter on them;
these letters correspond to the first letter of
each word for The Six Pleasures of Medieval Islam
-- drink, clothing, intercourse, scent, sound, and food
-- with food being at the top, as it was considered the
greatest of them all. Food is an important asset of
history from the Muslim and Arabian world, and
dishes that were eaten hundreds of years ago
are still enjoyed relatively the same today.
Among those foods are dates, soups, jams, grape leaves,
olives, bread, and others. (Grape leaves are a
personal favorite of mine!!)

The deity of the eclipse is also riding
on a dark storm cloud, which is often
associated with the myth of the djinn.

I think that’s all!
Hope y’all enjoyed the story ~
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